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by the muscles of both sides, to raise the soft palate
backwards, so that the lower margin of the latter is
approximated to the posterior wall of the pharynx; by
this means the nasal portion of the pharynx is shut off
from the oral portion.

The action of this loop is, moreover, strengthened
by that of the azygos uvulae (levator uvulae). This muscle
consists of a pair of fasciculi, which arise from the
posterior border of the hard palate, and pass im-
mediately below the mucous membrane of the posterior
surface of the soft palate to the apex of the uvula.
When in action it helps to raise the posterior margin of
the soft palate, and especially the uvula, in a backward
direction.

In addition to these two elevators, a third muscle
enters the soft palate from above, in which the character
of an elevating loop is curiously modified. This muscle,
the tensor palati, arises on the outer side of the levator
palati from the scaphoid fossa of the internal pterygoid
plate, and from the contiguous margin of the Eustachian
tube. It descends upon the external surface of the
superior constrictor, and winding round the hooked
(annular) process of the internal pterygoid plate with
its tendinous end, enters the soft palate from the side;
its fibres here spread out, and form with those of the
other side a tendinous plate (aponeurosis), the anterior
margin of which is attached to the posterior margin of
the hard palate. When this muscle acts the aponeurosis
is made tense horizontally, giving the same direction to
the upper half of the soft palate. Thus the two levatores
palati form a loop, modified, it is true, which acts as an
elevator of the soft palate, and takes part in the closure
of the nasal .portion of the pharynx.

If we now look back upon the different mechanisms